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THE VOYAGE, a dance narrative 


Music and Scenario by Lee McClure 

A Brief Summary Of The Scenario: 

(See long scenario aligned with bar#'s 

FIRST MOVEMENT and 1;L g htin g cues - P9 S 61-65 ) 

Domination Of Society Over The Individual 
(sunrise through dusk) 

The Individual and crowd awake and rejoice together. Eventually 
the crowd rejects the Individual who experiences separation and 
despair. The Individual puts on a mask and runs through the 
crowd scaring them. Musical quotes section: the Individual gains 
control over the crowd: he starts a quote and makes the crowd 
pick it up. He interrupts and halts the crowd with a "whistle" 
(trill). When the Stars And Stripes and Johny Comes Marching 
Home are heard simultaneously, the Individual begins loosing 
control. Eventually the crowd gains control and total subjugation 
over the Individual. When the Individual rips off his mask, his 
face is a shapeless dark blob (suddenly back-lit). First move¬ 
ment ends with the "disappearance" of the Individual. 

SECOND MOVEMENT (attacca) 

Security In Isolation 
(nightime) 

Pas de deux; lovers' dream waltz; as slow as possible; erotic but 
never climaxing. Second movement ends with both lovers sleeping. 
Grand Pause. 

THIRD MOVEMENT 

Struggle And Resolution 

(pre-dawn through sunrise to noon) 

Couple still sleeping. 2nd man enters and flirts with woman who 
has awoke. 1st man awakes and watches. The two men fight. Crowd 
enters including "lost" Individual with a hand—mirror taking mask 
on and off. Old woman stops the fight and gives lesson. Storm 
and flood develope* All get into a boat (daylight). During storm 
two struggles ensue; 1) keeping everyone from falling off the boat, 
and 2) mother is giving birth. As weather clears, new born babe 
emerges from mother. Boat lands with much rejoicing. CODA : Mother 
and baby convince the Individual to put down the mask and mirror 
and to rejoin the crowd. All rejoice. 

The End. 


(c) 1984 Lee McClure 
all rights reserved 
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AUTHOR'S NOTES 


Composed in 1982, my ballet, The Voyage - a dance narrative > 
was inspired after reading Theodor Adorno's comments on Stravinsky's 
Petrushka in Adorno's book Philosophy of Modern Music. 

The scenario was created first and then the music was composed 
to closely coordinate with specific dramatic and choreographic ideas. 

The musical quotes section is tightly synchronized to the 
scenario (bars 225-346; time 4:38 to 7:20). A detailed description is 
as follows: 

The high notes of the piano represent the "Individual", and 
the low piano notes are "the crowd". The Individual puts on a 
mask and runs through the crowd and scares them. The 
Individual gains control over the crowd and makes them mimic 
his movements. He starts a motif or melody, which the crowd is 
made to repeat starting with the canon in octaves (bar 225). 

The Individual further exerts control by stopping the 
crowd's repetitions by interrupting them with a whistle (strident 
notes or trill). This interaction continues with the use of famous 
melodies: Over The Rainbow (239) and Fur Elise (243). The 
crowd begins resisting the Individual by continuing The Star 
Spangled Banner (248) and not mimicking When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home (250-252). 

The Individual regains control with an interrupting trill and 
starts an ominous motif (253-256). The crowd gains control over 
the Individual by continuing the ominous motif and ignoring the 
Individual when he starts: On Top of Old Smokey (257 & 263), 
strident trills (260 & 266), Fur Elise (269), When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home (274), and On Top of Old Smokey (275). Now in 
control the crowd starts it's own motif (280) and begins torturing 
the Individual with climaxes in bars 300, 314, 324, and 335. The 
first movement ends when the crowd makes the Individual a 
"disappeared person" (346). 


PAGINATION OF THE SCORE 


1-8 

8A 

9-12 
13N,14N 
15 - 36 

37N, 38N, 39N, 40N,41N 
42, REV-43N, 43A 
44 - 47 
48N, 49, 50N 
51 - 57 

58New,59New-N,60New-N 



THE 


VOYAGE 


a dance narrative 


Music and Scenario by Lee McClure 


NOTE: Timings are approximate. Add 2 or 3 seconds to most. Bar numbers are exact. 

Bar Run 

#’s Time Musical Timeline of four-hand-piano version 


FIRST MOVEMENT 


1 

0:00 

Sunrise 

53 

1:05 

transition 

82 

1:45 

Main Theme, Waltz 

103 

2:17 

Main Theme, 2nd time 

129 

2:48 

Scherzo 

156 

3:06 

2nd time in bass 

184 

3:28 

Shuffle Waltz; Scherzo Var 

200 

5:52 

transition; ostinato 

217 

4 :16 

Funk Waltz 

225 

4:37 

1st imitation 

232 

4:50 

imitation free style, 
including: 

239 

5:07 

Over The Rainbow 

243 

5:15 

Fur Elise 

248 

5:21 

Star Spangled & Johny 

256 

5:34 

ominous ostinato & other 
quotes plus accelerando 

280 

6:15 

new ostinato; 3/8 

300 

6:32 

cadence 

314 

6:41 

cadence 

324 

6:48 

climax 


SECOND MOVEMENT 

336 

7:00 

sustain & transition 

364 

7:55 

Main Theme; minor key 

380 

8:45 

2nd time 

398 

9:45 

Grand Pause 


THIRD 

MOVEMENT 


SECTION A 

399 

9:52 

Introduction 

407 

10:12 

Bossa Nova in 7/8 

432 

10:57 

cadence; then melody 
"improv.";(Tp solo) 

453 

11:53 

2nd "chorus" 


460 

475 

482 

490 

493 

506 

514 

529 

544 

578 


589 

622 

645 

670 

702 

717 

735 

744 

790 

806 

822 

828 

845 


11:47 rising progression 
12:10 Summertime quote 
12:21 cadence climax 
SECTION B 

12:32 Latin 6/8 vs. 3/4 
12:38 melody, remorseful 
13:03 2nd time 

13:21 Latin vamp, i.e., montuno 
(raindrops; 

13:48 2 new montuno's out of 
synch. 

14:06 addition of Sunrise bass¬ 
line under montuno 1 s 

14:^0 should be climax 

15:01 accelerando to ... 

SECTION C 

15:10 Main Theme Jazz 3/4 

15:36 Var. I 

15:58 ostinato 

16:22 Var. II in bass 

16:52 ostinato 

17:05 Main Theme Jazz 3/4 

17:20 ostinato 

SECTION D: CODA (Romanticism) 
17:29 rolling chords etc. 

18:31 Main Theme Sequence 
18:58 quiet moment 
19:16 ending material 
19:37 climax 
20:05 end of fade out. 
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Story Outline for 
THE VOYAGE 


Pg-61 


Sec. Bar 


No's #' s 

Lighting 

Music 


Story 


FIRST 

M 0 

V E 

M E N T 






1 1 

“JJnri# 

Intro: 


Old woman & 2 children. 


Sunrise 



53 

- 

Transition 

Others enter 1 by 1, including 
the Individual (Ind.). 

2 82 

— 

iWaltz: 

main| 

All dance together; old woman 



1 theme 

in the center. 

103 

— 

Repeat 

waltz 

of 

- 


129 

156 

172 

184 


I Scherzol 

Bass melody 

Rhythmic 

cadence 


Shuffle 


waltz 


Crowd playfully chases Ind. 

Ind. hides; search continues. 

Ind. is found and immediately 
rejected from crowd. 

Ind. and crowd separate; Ind. 
is dejected. (Ind = treble; 
crowd = bass.) 


5A 200 

5B 210 
6 217 

7A 225 
232 

7B 239 
250 

256 
7C 280 

293 

300 

313 

323 


Short 

development: 


3 


A = re 
bass 


peating"^ 


Ind. 

7 


tries on mask. 


5 B = treble 
solo 


Ind. runs through crowd scar¬ 
ing them. 


Funk waltz 


;Lq »5 P<veUpfpgnt« 
2 upward 
runs 


Ind. is re-accepted by the 
crowd; Ind. leads them in dance. 

Ind. learns to control the 
crowd. 


short silence 


Traditional When quotes start, Ind. has 
quotes full control and plays with it. 


Johny over 
Stars & . 
Stripes 

Non-quote 
Acc^\ ... 

Ifa st % 


Ind. begins to loose control 
of the crowd. 


Ind. can no longer stop the 
crowd which accels. 

Crowd takes over by accelling 
until Ind. breaks. 


Treble is Ind. dances the Scherzo in 

scherzo in broken manner 

halting 

rhythm 


Bass rises Crowd interrupts Ind's dance 

to halt=trill by tripping and beating him. 


Repeat above Repeat above. 


Short silence 




Story Outline for THE VOYAGE 
1st Movement Cont.l 


Pg.62 


Sec. Bar 

No's #- s 

Lighting 

7C 324 

Front-Lit 

cont. 

(10) 

326 

Back-Lit 

(10) 

327 

OFF 

328 

Back-Lit 

(8) 

329 

OFF 

330 

Back-Lit 
£6)_. 

331 

f — 

332 

OFF 


Story 


8 


333 

334 

335 

336 
350 
357 


Back-Lit 
.(4) 




OFF 


General 
(2) Dusk 


Low punch 
High scream 


Low punch 


High scream 


Low punch 
Add High 
2 low punches 


- High trill 


Punch and 
low sustain 

sustain cont. 

transition 

Octaves 


Ind reaches for mask. 


Ind rips off mask and there 
is no face. Rigid shaking. 


(Black Out) 
Squirming. 

(Black Out) 

Rigid shaking. 

Squirming. 

(Black Out) 
Squirming. 

Rigid Death. 

(Black Out) Climax 


Ind is gone from sight; all 
others on the floor. 

1 by 1 they arise and slow 
to a stop, like ghosts. 

A couple enters, and stationary 
crowd in slow motion threatens 
couple who flees off stage; 
crowd follows. Couple enters 
opposite & watch remainder of 
crowd slide off stage. 



364 

398 

398 

407 

416 

425 

432 


S E C 0 N I 

1 MOVE 

Security In Desolation, 

Nightime 

Lar&o; main 


waltz in 


minor key 


Very slow 
change to 
dawn but 
not brighter 


Grand Pause 

( si tend ) 


4--Transition 


Dawn 


Suspense 

rhythm 


.Bossa Nova inj 
7/8 =l~regular 
^rhythm 
sustained 
chord 

sharp punch 
cadence 


Pas de deux: Lovers' dream duet 
Erotic but never climaxing. 
Ending with both sleeping. 

Couple still sleeping. 


(same) 

Enter 2nd male, 


2nd male sees sleeping 
couple and circles closer. 

Female wakes 8c stretches & 
sees 2nd male. 

Sleeping male (= 1st male) 
jerks as though having 
nightmare. 





Story Outline for THE VOYAGE 


Pg.63 


Sec. 
No' s 


2 

cont. 


1 


2 



2nd 

Movement Cont.I 


Bar 

#' s 

Lighting 

Music 

Story 

456 

iBwrn Cent) 

regular 

rhythm 

2nd male circles watching 
female. 

449 

- 

Pause in 
rhythm 

Female gets up slowly and 
flirts with 2nd male. 

460 

- 

Traditional 
rising pro¬ 
gression 

1st male wakes & watches the 
flirting couple who are 
unaware of him. 


467 


Tension in 1st male gets up. Couple sees 
music and pretends nothing has hap¬ 

pened. As fight developes be¬ 
tween 1st & 2nd male, female 
becomes increasing "lost" in 
slow motion. Also, entering 
1 by 1: old woman; Individual 
putting mask on & off exper¬ 
imenting confusedly with a mir¬ 
ror* 2 children playing; and 
all others. Old woman is only 
one aware of fighters & keeps 
children out of their way. 


482 

488 


Grows Sharp rhythm 



1st male reveals & attacks with 
a knife. 

Old woman "shouts" (points) at 
fighters, and everyone snaps 
head to stare at: 1st male 
poised to stab 2nd male. ALL 
IN TABLEAU. 


489 

492 

493 


506 

513 

514 

517 

520 


♦ * 


THIRD MOVEMENT (attacca) 


Daylight 


Sustained 

chord 


Regular bass 
rhythm 


TABLEAU: same except 1st male 
snaps head on down beat to 
stare at knife in his own hand. 



Latin 

>'elod .7 


Old woman is first to break 
the tableau. Then 2 males 
break pose & hang heads in 
guilt. All others slowly 
break pose. Old woman gives 
lesson. 


Repeat of Old woman leads dance, 

melody 


.Sustained - 

chord 

Repeating -Rain starts 

short notes 


******* 

(new) 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 


Add bass -All prepare for flood by @ 

boarding either: 1) Noa's Ark, 

Rain gets heavier. 


Add repeating 
Latin Motif = 
montuno 


* * 


* 


***** *** 


or 2) just a boat. (?) 



Story Outline for THE VOYAGE 


Pg.64 


3rd Movement Cont.1 

Sec. Bar 

No's Lighting Music Story 


3A 529 


3B 544 


At same time : 

4— beat and 

5- beat mon - 
tunos 


Add slow - 
rising ~5ass - 
line 


-Water lifts boat off land. 


Two struggles ensue: 

* 

* 

* 

N * 

1) to keep everyone on the 
boat during storm. 


574 


New montuno 
in octaves 


2) woman is giving birth. 


3C "582" - [Accel 


5858 - Top of -New born babe emerges from 

melodic mother, 

rise 



585F 

' 

Bass runs 
down 


' 

4A 

589 

— 

Jazz Waltz: 


- On the boat rejoicing of 
new child. 




main theme 



603 

- 

New rhythm 
in 2/4 


- Rocking boat interrupts 
rejoicing; "danger" developes. 


614 

— 

Sharp rhythm 
cadence 

— 

4B 

620 

— 

Treble 

[ 


- "Danger" averted. 




"imorov." 

1 

i 



630 

641 

[ 

1st pause in') 
solo line. / 

' Traditional"^ 
rising 

progression J 

-Fog envelopes boat; must pass 
through narrow reef. 

-Land sighted. 


645 

- 

Vamp 4 times 

-Coasting in to dock. 


659 

- 

Sharp rhythm 
cadence 

-Lowering gang-plank. 



MUSIC 

DYNAMICS 





4C 

670 

f 

Bass 



-People (& animals ?) start 



k 

"improv," 



deboarding. 


689 

l\ 

ff 

V 

mp 

A 

mf 

Block chords 

-Elephants deboard. 


702 

714 

Vamp 4 times 

Short cadence 

-Smaller animals deboard. 



music dynamics, quiet to loud = pp, p, mp, mf, f, fT 











Story Outline for THE VOYAGE 


Pg.65 


Sec. Bar 
No’s # , s 


Music 

Dynamics 


3rd Movement Cont. 
Music Story 


4D 718 
731 


Jazz Waltz 


main theme 


Vamp 

variation 


-Except "The Individual" all- 
re joice including the two 
fighters who carry old woman, 


5A 

744 

f \ 


752 

f 

\/ 

5B 

763 

V 

pp 

n 


766 

n 

mf 

/I 

5C 

775 

1 1 
\7 


784 

V 

p 


785 

mf 

\/ 

5D 

790 

V 

mp 


5E 


[ codaL 


trills 


End trills 


Repeat & 


accel to 


trill 


Add scale 
up & down & 
up 


Bie new 


chord 


Ritard to 
full stop 

Regular 

rhythm 


Waltz 


Sequence 


-All dance off stage. 

(mother & child last.) 

-Individual (same as ms 467) 
comes out of boat. 

-Mother & babe are just about 
off stage when they see Ind. 
Mother approaches Ind. and... 

-...offers to let him hold 
new babe. 


-Ind must put down mask and 
mirror to accept babe. 

-Ind reaches for and accepts 
babe, (has babe in his arms 
on "full stop".) 


-Ind "waltzed 1 with baby 


romantic 
development 


802 

f 

\/ 

— 



806 

Y 

mp 

A 

Half stop, 
top of rise 

-Ind gives baby back to 
mother. 

810 

l\ 

f 

v 

Runs down 

-Mother makes to leave and 
motions to Ind to come to. 

817 

Y 

PP 

Low point 

-Ind hesitates, looking be¬ 
tween mother and the mask on 
the ground. 

-Crowd sneaks back to watch. 

822 

PP 

A 

Repeat & 



accel to 




\ 

trills 



829 

/ \ 

ff 

Gliss up 


-Ind decides to go with the 
mother and baby. 

833 

ff 

5 Gliss's 
down 

-All join together and 
rejoice. 

837 

ff 

Final chord 

- 

858 

\7 

Tag: run 

up 

- 

845 

V 

pp 

Last bar, 

» 

1 







